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Oſtend, by.che eArch-duke A . 


his Forces, commanded by the Duke of Oſſuna, 
who came before the ſaid Tom, the fift day vf lune 
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1 : and can not be v(cd, 

but with an high water, 02 | 

af the leaſt wiſe, at halte flod) doth notwithſtanding conti- | 
; nually holde, and containe the ditches ofthe Towne full of 
| water, by reaſon of Dammes and Sluces made to that end 
1 and purpoſe, which (ſoꝛaſmuch as it might be in the ſame 
cgurſe continued, returned, 0; perhappes by the enucmy di⸗ 
uerted) they of the Towne haue, of themſelues, topped the 
courſe thereof, whereby they of the Country of Flaunders, 
haue bene fozced tocarry and convey the ſaine by the Foꝛte 

of Albertus, and ſo by anew currant into the Dea. 
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great, and —————— Don 
in ut —— fog - 
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9 — bonne this 
—— in the poſſeſſion 02 amitie of the dni⸗ 
5 
— EN ofthe ennemirs Countrie, and 
l fromher frrendes. 7 —— more Bm 
5 . er or her enuironing foes, hath many tunes bene valiat tip 
|. vcfended againſt ſundzy 


he had taken Dunkerk, and New- 
ſea Townes weſtward) didde in 
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dis wiſhed attempts. 


oz ſea ſide, 
wall, 


ſuch moment, that it 
— rr. 
uiaceof ZTeland, and {9 contrarwile, — 


beſicgings and attempts. - 
Foz in the yere 1383. although the duke of Parma, with 
dis viozious holte (after 


with great fozce and 
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bim, Yea our infollerable lolles, not to be 

teach vs, and as it were, with a finger poput vnto vs, 

what ineſtimable domage might redound vnto the vnited 

P2ouinces, if the enemy ſhould commaund in this Town, 
Further, it is to be noted, that the Country of Flaunders, 


trained many yerrss , ts pay toll and contribution, and to 
be vnder our devotion. 
Foz which tauſes, this Towne hath with great care and 
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Oſtend, their daily eie ( ſoꝛe: as of late votes (vet frefh in 
memozir) in the prare 1596. after that the archduke Al- 
. bertus had taken the Towneof Callice, if Fraunce, they 
required him then to take in haud this peece of woꝛke, pꝛo⸗ 
miſing to giue him twelue hundzed thouſand gilderns with⸗ 
in the moneths tumc (which in ſterling money is one huns 
dꝛed and twenty thouſand poundes ) wherevnto, after his 
Vighnelle had made ſhew to yelde , and pzomiſed to fulfil 
their deſire, he gote ſome parte ofthe ſumme afozeſapde in- 
to his handes. But doubting the encnt ofthe attempt, oz 
knowing howe hard a matter it was, to take it by fozce of 
armes,02 how difficult it woulde be to conſtrains the ſouldi- 
ers thereof by hunger, 02 otherwiſe, thought it ſufficient to 
ſhew himſelfe befoze the Towne with his fozces,and ſo qui- 
etly ts departe. * 

They of Flaunders herewith nothing at all pleaſed, and _ 
greeued with the continuall vexations and incurſions of the 
ranging ſouldiers , and payment ofcontributions , to pae- 
uent the lame, in the vtert of aur Lo2d 1599. while our ſuz⸗ 
ces were imployed in the defence ol Bommel, had ged ley⸗ 
ſure to make ſundzy ſozts and bulwarkes, foz the rengthe- 
ning, e defence of the waycs and paſages about the towns 
of Oltend, thereby (as it were with a ſmall kinde of flege) 
continually to trouble the Zewae, and to hinder the incurs 
lions of the gariſon: which deuice was put into their heads, 
and the plotte layde downe by a cerfaine Cozpozall of the 
Towne called Noel, who haning befoze longſerucd in the 
towne, and hauing god crperience of the ſecrets thereof, 
bppon ſome diſcontentinent receiued, fozſwke the Towne, 
and ran to the ſeruite ofthe cnemp, - 

But as the experience of the laſt yeare giueth ſufficient 
p:ofe,that all the ſtrength oftheſe Foꝛtes is not able tohin- 
der, oz defend the entrance of an Hoſte, ſo alſo it is moſt mas 
nileſt that by the tontinuall charge ot the Garriſous of theſs 
Foztes , the Country hath received moze domage and diſs 
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commoditic , then beſoꝛe it did by the contribution to their 
enemies,and Towne of Oſtend ;wherefoze they haue ben 


' fo:ced to renewt their Ampoꝛtunate ſute vnto his Highnes, 


and to ſollicit him againe to the beſizging of Oſtend, and ef- 
pecially at this inſtant , knowing our fozces to be remoued 
karre from them, and to be ſent into Dutchland lying at the 
ſtege of Berck , where they ſhonld (as they imagined) haus 


long woꝛke: And fo; the better perſwading, and moze eaſily 


d2awing ofthe Archduke to harken to this their ſute, haue 
pꝛomiſed to pay him extraozdinarily,thz& hundzeth thou- 
ſand gilderns Ponthly(which is zo thouſand pounds ſtar⸗ 
ling) during the time sf the ſiege, and after the taking of the 
towne to pay him farther(fo2 the ſpace of two years) ninety 
thouſand gilderns euery month (which is 9000. Carling, 

Vereupon th Archduke gathzed together al his ſouldiers: 
pea ſuch as were about the riuer of Ryne & the Maſe, foz the 
ſuccoz ofBerck were ſent foz , to make their repaire into 
Flaunders and to ſerue vnder the commaund ofthe Duke of 
Oſluna, who not long fince was to that end ſent fo; out of 
Spaine, by reaſon that the Archdakescampe ( thozow the 
long impꝛiſonment of the Admirant of Arragon, and the 
laſt ouerthꝛowe in Flaunders) was wholy left deſtitute and 
vnpꝛouided of a ſufficient Commaunder, and experient 
Lcaders, and foz that the naturall Lozdes of the land, are 
in no wiſe reſpccted noz truſted. 


Pon the fift day of June (aſter the new ſtile ) the ene- 

mie came befoze Oſtend, about none, with eight re- 
gimsnts offotmen,wh:ch were cigyt thouſand men ſtrong, 
beſides the hozſemen (notwithſtanding the Spaniards ge⸗ 
nerally dillik ed of this enterpꝛiſe, and counſelled the contra- 
ry, whol as is repo2ted) do wholly diſſike of this ſiege: and 
among the reſt, two common ſouldiers that hadde biene 
the laſt yeare pꝛiſoners in Oſtend. obſtinately maintain- 
ing the inuincible ſtrength of this _— 1 were p;cſently 
ta⸗ 
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taken and hanged : foz the extreamt want of the fhze hun 
dꝛed thouſand gilderns, to be payed monthly, as beſdꝛe is 
faide , comming very fitly foz the payment of the mutined 
ſouldiers, and alſo the hope to dꝛawe our ſoꝛces from the 
ſiege of Bercke,into Flanders, foz the better furniſhing ot him 
ſcife , 4 pzenenting of ſuch wants as might happen to Olt- 
end: and perhaps thinking ſodatnly, and with al his fozce to 
oucrcharge the towne befoze it ſhould be ſuccozed , haue bin 
the reſons to bzing thArchdukes fozccs now befoze Oſtend. 

The Duke of Oſſunapzeſcntly ſought to pacifie the gar; 
riſon of Iſlabella, which had befoze mutincd foz their pay: 
and the next day folowing, being the ſirt day of July, moun- 
ted ſix peeces of g2donance againk the eaſt ſive of the towne 
vpon the Downes, and with theſame beganne fiercely to 
play vpon the Towne, 

There were then inthe fowne in garriſon one and twen⸗ 
ty Ancicnts of ſundzp Regiments, and one company of 
Burgers, o; Towneſmen , all vnder the direction and 
commaund of Captapne Vander Noote. Theſe pzeſeatly 
p2epared themlſelnes to their defence, making harmeleſſe, 
and diſplacing ſome ofthe enemies artillerie: And labour 
ing hard, to make anew way oz hauen, betwerne the heads, 
to the end the paſſage of boates and ſhipping might be free- 
ed from the oꝛdonaunce ofthe ennemp. 

And the ninth day of July; after that they had ſcent away 
the meſt parte of their wiues and childzen, they recciued 
into the towne(ont of Zeland) 2 8.cdpanies of ſoiviers, with 

abundance of vicuals,and all other pꝛouiſion of war. 

The tenth day ſir Frances Vere, with cight companies 
of Engliſhinen entred into the Towne alſo,, who pꝛeſentip 
iCued out ofthe ZMowne with his people, entrenching him⸗ 
ſelfe on the dzie plottes of ground next vnto the walles , 
on the weſt fide, from whence the enemy might haue endo⸗ 
maged the tene, and battcred the walles. 

Che thirfeenth day of July , the ſayde fir Frances Vere, 
with 
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with great fozce and reſolution ſallied vpon the enemy wird 
eight hundzed men, on the weſt parte ofthe towne, and ſet 
upon the Campe, which lay farre off diuided from each o⸗ 
ther, with waters and maliſh grounds, and can not eaſily, 
02 in ſhozt time come to ayde each other. Jn which ſally, the 
ennemy loſt (as was certified by Letters from Ant wer pe) 
aboue eight hundzed men, and among the (ame, one coznet 
ol hoꝛſemen: and, if the whole fozcc of the ennemies hoꝛſe⸗ 
men, had not the ſoner tome to their apde, it was moſt ap⸗ 
parant to all mens iudgements, that fir Frances had dzo- 
uen the ſotemen to great confuſion, and taken from them 
their Oꝛdonance. 

The flue and twentieth day fir Frances Vere did agayne 


: iſſue out of the Towne with fifteene hundzed men, and be- 


ganne to intrench betwene Iſſabella and Grootendorſt , on 
a high ground, which in times paſt was an old Churchyard, 
where they of Iſſabella and Grootendorſt were accuſtoiney 
to bury their dead, and is a very fitte and apt plate, to ſepe⸗ 
rate and cutte off theſe tius Foztes from each others helpe, 
and to open a faire wap to thoſe of Oſtend, to the flatte and 
plaine land. To which place ofburiall , the next dap, ba- 
ing the ſire and twentieth day ol July, the ennemy came 
with thꝛer thouſand men, and after he had bene thzice re⸗ 
pulſed, and pat to the wont, toke the place, but was pꝛe⸗ 
fently with great fozce and dexteritie dziuen from it agayne. 
The ſame day tenne companies of ſouldiers arriued at 
Oſtend, and were receinedinto the Towne , which were 
ſent thither by her P aieſtie from London, ſo that now the 
Towne was furniſhed ( within the walles and without) 
with ſixtie and ſeauen companies , which made vp nere the 
number of ſeuen thouſand men: theſe tenne companies a- 
fozeſayde, were pzeſently employed againſt the enemy, who 
ſhewed themſelues very valozous , and didgboth then, and 
ſinte, paſſing god ſeruite, although many men were of o⸗ 
pinion, that they would pzous ——— by 
2 reaſon 
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reaſon they were rawe, and had not beenc trayned. 

On the other ſide, the Archduke vaily ſtrengtheneth and 
encreaſcth his Campe, as well with ſouldiers, as with oꝛdo⸗ 
nance, playing continually on the weſt ſide with 26. pcetes, 
and on the caſt ſide with ninepeces of oꝛdonance, but moſt 
of his ſhotte litcth vpron the houſcs, whereot many are 
defaced and beaten downe :; Foz, this fixe and twentieth 
day of July, and befoze , there had bene diſcharged vppon 
the Towne fixtenc hundzed ſhot, and againſt the enr emie 
from the Towne had bene counterchanged ſix thouſand, 

M o2couer, there were alſo recciued into the Campe (cms 
parte ofthe new ſouldiers which came out of Italie, and had 
beene appoynted fo; the ſuccour of Berke, foz firſt there arri⸗ 
ued eight hundzed men of thoſe companies, and afterwards 
fine and fwenty hundzed moze were ſent foz, part Jtalians, 
and part Spaniards : and beſides theſe , xx. men moꝛe out 
of all the other Ancients vnder the gouernment of the Erle 
of Barlamont and Bucquoy, who, foz this cauſe , were foz- 
ced to diſcharge their wagons, and other p2ouiſions, beſoze 
by them taken vp , and meant to be vſcd in raiſing the ficge 
befoze Bercke. 

There are eightene companies appoynted euerp night 
ont ofthe Towne, to garde ſir Frances Veres trenches on the 
ſouthweſt parte ofthe Towne , who daily falleth ont vppon 
the ennemp, with other ſouldiers ofthe Wowne , and haue 
oftentimes ſlapne many ofthe ennemies, 4 wounded moze, 
which haue beene ſent to Bruges from the Campe, ſo that 
their Yo.pitalles are full of wounded ſouldiers, and many 
Captaines, and men of great accompt, aſwell Spaniardes, 
Italians, and others, haue beene ſlaine in theſe conflices , 
and amongeſt the reſt, a Colonell of the @paniardes was 
bought to Dunkerke , and there firſt buryed in his armcur, 
and afterwardes taken vp againe, and put into the carth in 
a Friars werde, with great ſolempnitie. 

Da Sondap, being the ſixe and twentieth day of A 
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{aft paff, was a great ſkirmiſh — — 
tinued very long, and was with great furie, valour, and re» 
ſolution maintained on both ſides, the ennemy ſupplying his 
ſouldiers with freſh colſhanics , bzinging th2e, foure, and 
flue companies at a time, and they of the Towne feconding 
their parte continually with newe ſupplies, and with like 
numbers, lo that in the end, it ſeemed rather a little battell, 
than aſkirmih , ſometime our people being oucrmatched 
with the freſh companies of their ennemies , were ſoꝛced to 
gine ground: but pzeſently againe, with their new ſupplies 
from the Towne, couragiouſly pꝛeſſes into the thickeſt ot the 
en mies, making them likewiſe to retire into their trenches: 
and thus it continued long , ſometimes the one parte, and 
ſometimes the other giuing ground; vntill the ennemies 
| hozſemen came in, to ſuccour their lotemen, w%erevppon 
dur men returned into their trenches, and into the Towne, 
after they had Caine and ſpoiled many of their enemies both 
hozſe and fate. But if our men had berne furniſhed with 
1 „the ennemp had loſt many moze men than ha 
did, both in this ſkirmiſh, and all others befoze : but here- 
in, the enemy hath had the vantage of vs during this ſiege, 
notwithſtanding it hath bene wꝛitten from Callice, that al- 
ter this fight, there were carried out ol the Campe fo Bruges 
the (coze and ten wagons laden with wounded men, and 
ineucry wagon was tenne men at the leaſt: but when they 
were bzought to Bruges, they ofthe Tone woulde not re- 
ceine them, ſaping that they had their Volpitalles alreadie 
full, and coulde receiue no moze,and therefoze required that 
they might be conueped to ſome other townes , It was al⸗ 
terwardes vepozted, that the ennemy loft in this ſkirmiſh 
450. men, beſides thoſe that were wounded : neyther was 
this attempt accompliſhed, without loſſe on our ſide, 
Vaterdap, being the firſt day of this pzeſent moneth of 
Auguft, they ol te Towne iſſued againe vpon the ennemy, 
and with great furie(after they had CR — 
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halfe houre) fozccd them to retire to their trenches, flaping 
ſome 80.of their encmics, as niere as could be iudged : but 
thc hoꝛſemen of the ent my comming zn vpon our ſouldicrs, 
- thep returned into the Towne, w loſe on our part. 

It is repoztcd by ſeme that came very lately from Callice, 
that on wedne'day laſt, being the fiſt day of this pzeſent mo- 
nctho? Auguſt, there was a great Skirmiſh begunne by 
thoſe of the Mowne , to hinder the enemies app2oach vnts 
the walles,which was with ficrce reſolution long continued 
on both ſides, and that they ofthe towne (with great laughs 
ter ol their enemies) had taken thze& oz fine ptetes of 02do-s 
nance, and bought the ſame into the Towne, but how cers 
taine this is(being but a repozte)J cannot wzite, the trucih 
thereof w ill be hereafter better knewne, 

Sir Frances Vere without the Towne doth daily fo2tify 
his trenches : and the Gouernour within the Towne, with 
-arth raiſeth the walles, thercby to auoyde the daunger of 
che enemies ſt ot, which his Vigyneſſe ſpareth not, but bs- 
foweth ſo libr rally vpen the Towne, as if he found ſhot and 
powder aboundzuntly in the Downes, oz ſand·hilles: and 
withall, lab ozeth to raiſe a new Cauallirie, with bauen and 
earth, thereon to plant moze ozdonaunce, and to ſhete in- 
to the Tawne, on the ſouth ſouthweſt ide, Thus they are 
earncfliy buſted on all des, the one,no; theother ſparing a- 
* nycoſto;laboz to annoy their cnemy , and to defend them- 
ſelues, and that thing which to day is nat thought vpon, ts 
the next day put in pzagiſe , with new deuiſes and warkike 
ſtratagcms,ths one raiſing vp, the other with his o2zdonance 
—— his 1 the ſame may not 
: 02 bzought to . ; 

—— Antwerpe, that the Infanta is in 
perſon come into the Campe, and that the Archduke is in 
| Oudenburgh, to the end he may himſelte in perſon giue 03- 

der in theſe affaires : time will teach vs to knowe what pꝛo⸗ 


fite hes cal reape by thele his tranels qineftimable charges, | 
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But at her returne from the Camp to Bruges, ſh& b2oght 
with her ſundzy Companies of Soulviers, but they ofthe 
Towne denxed to receive them, ſaying they had no ne&de of 
any new Garriſon,bat it it pleaſed her highnes to come into 
the Towne with h med tfrapne,ihee ſhould be wel⸗ 
tome: but asfo2 her Souldicrs , they were not minded to 
tate them into the Cittie. 

uch as haue come out ot᷑ Oſtend very lately, and lik*- 
wiſe fcom Vluſhing, repoꝛte fo2 certaine, that within the 
Towne of Oſtend, there want:th not any thing, fit ſo2 the 


defcncethereof, and that all vicualles are veryplentifull, - 


Englich beerre is ſolde fa; two ſtiuars the hanue, great meas 
fare, fo: which there is no cxciſe payde . Sir Frances Vere 
giueth the enemie daily ſo much to doe, and kerpeth him ſo 
well occapied,that he knoweth not well which way to turne 
hun, oz what hee may well beginne to annoy the. Towne : 
— — —— — _ of god iudgement, that hee 
w e had not come to ge fmbetb 
fo — —— to carry it, but would 
from thence , it he knew how with credite to departs, 
Lately theenemy remouednine pirtes of his oꝛdonante, 
from the eaſt to the weaſt ſide : his ozdonance made it veris 
dangerous to enter by the accuſtomed hauen, except it were 
in the night time, but ſince the making of the laſt, oꝛ middle 
hauen, all things are carried in and aut without any daun⸗ 
ger of the enemies ſhot. And on the ſouthweſt ſide the enne- 
my bꝛingeth great ſo2e of bzuſh and bauen fagots towards 
the trenches offir Frances Vere, thinking by thatmeanes ſo 


to mount ſome oꝛdonaunce, that he may, beate ſir Frances 


krom his trenches , and ſo being dis battering pieces nerer 
vnto the walles, oz elſe, to beate the Towne on the ſouth 
ſouthweſt ſide, 

Dn the ſouth ſide, the ennemy hath raiſed amount, from 
whence hee beateth the houſes, but ſpecially the Church and 
£tap!c, which is wholy defaced , otherwile, he doeth (mall 

annop⸗ 
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minopance to the Towne, ſometintes bing 
— — come vat he Towne acme the — 

e::ry ane owne loſcth, . lah . 
£3:yothe uns, — — 7 
the lame might with the c —— 

The Gquerno) and tr Frances grtnotydle, but employ 
all thcirtat6ir and indolinie, Loth within the Tonne and 
without, 1 — . and to finiſh ſuch er wozkes 
ar ary m | 


as wi time that way, exther by 
d t. bau: ris, and ri. v. the 
ede. vii. d. the day the night. 


thatthe Sca water enuironeth the Towne on 


TID [mm end toth wea yr in ſo much 
eee eee 
neth gre ah and 
may And time) growe very daungerous. 
ithin the Towne , niere vnto the Sanden they haus 
| —— wherton is planted twclue cannons , and 
firedemp cannons , wherewith they beate downe, and de- 
—— ron without. 

Laftty, ſuch as tame on wedr:cſvaytaſt out of Oſtend, be⸗ 
ing the fit day of this pzefent Augult,repo2t,that the enemie 
hath theſe eight dgyrs lapne Ciill, and done nothing, and 
affirme, the Gnidiers af Otend to be of an inuincible con- 
rage, not eſtaming any ſozcc of the enemy, and that there 
is no cauſe al feare,no2 want, foz all things are daily in moſt 
ptentifull ſozt.bzonghtvnto them, aſſuring themſelues,that 
theennemy ſhall (in the end) be fo:eed to depart with ſhame 

and difhonoz,and perhappes with greater loſſe than he now 
thinketh vþpon , which Cod foz his mercics ſake graunt, 


Amen. Fims. 


